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NOW A NETFLIX FILM STARRING VIOLA DAVIS AND CHADWICK BOSEMANFrom the
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Fences and The Piano Lesson comes the extraordinary Ma
Rainey's Black Bottom—winner of the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award for Best Play.The
time is 1927. The place is a run-down recording studio in Chicago. Ma Rainey, the legendary
blues singer, is due to arrive with her entourage to cut new sides of old favorites. Waiting for her
are her Black musician sidemen, the white owner of the record company, and her white
manager. What goes down in the session to come is more than music. It is a riveting portrayal of
black rage, of racism, of the self-hate that racism breeds, and of racial exploitation.

Praise for Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom“The play’s themes are not new to the stage...the black
American search for identity...and the process by which any American sells his soul for what
Arthur Miller calls the salesman's dream. Mr. Wilson's style, however, is all his own.... He has
lighted a dramatic fuse that snakes and hisses through several anguished eras of American life.
When the fuse reaches its explosive final destination, the audience is impaled by the impact.”—
Frank Rich, The New York Times“Extraordinary! Ma Rainey rides on the exultant notes of the
blues!”—Jack Kroll, Newsweek“What a joy! Brilliant...explosive! One of the most dramatically
riveting plays I’ve seen in years. You must see it!”—William A Raidy, Newhouse newspapers“A
genuine work of art.”—Brendan Gill, The New Yorker“Tremendous...magnificent!”—Clive Barnes,
New York PostAbout the AuthorAugust Wilson was a major American playwright whose work
has been consistently acclaimed as among the finest of the American theater. His first play, Ma
Rainey's Black Bottom, won the New York Drama Critics' Circle Award for best new play of
1984-85. His second play, Fences, won numerous awards for best play of the year, 1987,
including the Tony Award, the New York Drama Critics' Circle Award, the Drama Desk Award,
and the Pulitzer Prize. Joe Turner's Come and Gone, his third play, was voted best play of
1987-1988 by the New York Drama Critics' Circle. In 1990, Wilson was awarded his second
Pulitzer Prize for The Piano Lesson. He died in 2005.
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J. Blanton, “Bottom's up. Great character's in dynamic spiritual-material interplay in this view of
African-Americans in the 1920s. A black blues diva and her boys in the band in conflict with one
another and their Jewish recorders and producers. The set is a music recording studio in
Chicago. The producers want to make money. The band wants to make music. Ma Rainey (a
characterization of a real singer) wants things done her way, but she also wants everyone in the
band to be treated justly and fairly. Slow Drag just wants to get along. The trumpet player wants
everyone to notice him and his style. Toledo, the philosopher, wants everyone in the band to
take stock of his life and act in ways that benefit others, not just himself. The tragic ending
emphasizes the continuing conflict of the material against the spiritual. As usual, the dialects
ring true and the characters seem as if they really could have lived.”

ShaSeli, “Excellent Play. This was an excellent period play. I have seen it performed live, read
this book/script and have also watched the Netflix adaptation. I must say that the live stage
performance is definitely the best!”

Tiffany Marshall, “That ending.. I wasn’t expecting that ending at all. Such a gripping play/read. I
was worried about how it would be to read a play  but I loved it.”

JudE_Chicago, “Read the play. Watch the movie!. The screen play follows story of playwright
and adds some color and history. Loved that movie took place in summer. Would not change
anything else.”

Paul S, “Read the play, see the play. Worth reading the play to better understand the dialogue in
the play or movie.”

sean Foster, “love this book. love this book.  well written”

♫NewHorizons♫, “Recording the blues in Chicago, late 1920s. This is the second August Wilson
play I've read. While not as moving as Fences, it is quite good. It ended in a surprise, if only
because it seemed a little too abrupt and forced.”

Lostpenlids, “Brilliant play and a brilliant read.. We had to read this for part of our university
module. Really enjoyed the play, very funny at times but also a hard-hitting play on how black
people are treated in the music business - some of which still stands today.Stage directions are
informative and make the play a great read as you can truly visualise the play while reading.”

Mrs B A G, “Five Stars. Superb follow up after seeing this brilliantly performed play in the
National Theatre”



The book by August Wilson has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 477 people have provided feedback.
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